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- UBLICITY of conduct, diſcovers purity of motive; 
it was therefore being juſt to yourſelves when you re- 
ſolved to publiſh your coed hte, In conformity to 
the 17th Article of your Conſtitution, we here make 
knownsto you the preſent ſtate © of the Society, its 
* numbers, connex1ons, and the progreſs it has made in 
„the cauſe of Reform; which, we believe, will be 
highly gratifying to every Member, as it will ſhew that 


we have not met for the mere purpoſe of waſting an idle 


hour, or gratifying our deſires in the purſuit of uſeleſs 


amuſement, but for that ofreally haſtening a Parliamentary 

Reform, and in this work we truſt we have not been al- 
together unſucceſsful ; for though from the ſmallneſs of 
our numbers, our endeayours are neceſſarily very mucl 

circumſcribed, we think it a very encouraging conlider- 
ation, that our numbehs are treble what they were at our 
firſt inſtitution, they being at that time only 20, and now. 
60; and thoyigh we ate by nd means Vain enough to ima- 
1 5 that the cauſe has gained any conſiderable 5 | 
Aoply from w ee of; 
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viduals, yet we cannot help thinking tat it difcovers to 


* 


us a ſource, from whence the cauſe muſt ſhortly derive 
its final accompliſhment ;: for when it is recollected that 


a Society, having all the difficulties of infancy, calumny, 
and prejudice to encounter, has trebled itfelf in three 


- 
* 
$ * 
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months, we think it diſcovers ſuch a readineſs in the 
People to aſſociate, that we have found an ample ſource 
in that aptitude : for, as the Duke of Richmond obſerves, 
6 this extenſive Plan depends on being effectually ſup- 
« ported by the People: it will therefore appear, that 
the Society has increaſed in the ſame degree, as if each 
Member had made two converts; and we will venture to 
aſſert, that if the ſame degree of induſtry ſhould pervade 
all the Aſſociated Bodies, the object of our purſuit is not 
far diſtant. | h | WELL OT 

We have not yet been able to open a communication 
with. any of due Societies, not knowing who are 
their reſpective Secretaries ; but you will perceive by the 
Letters which accompany this Report, that we have not 


2 neglected thoſe which meet in Town: the firſt is that, 
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Which contains e Sr e no longer to form a 


part of the Lon on Correſponding Society, and it is with 
the moſt heart-felt ſatisfaction we inform you, that the 
unfortunate circumſtances which occaſioned that ſepara- 


tion, have not produced in them any of thoſe rancorous 


diſpoſi tions which are the ſure concomitants of alittle mind; 
but, on the contrary, have diſcovered that generoſity, 


dhat greatneſs of ſoul, and that conciliating temper, which 
ni ; : * „ 4 4”. 7 = 
_._ .,_ ſhould be the diſtinguiſhing mark of every Friend of 
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Liberty, and which does characterize every real Patriot, 
..... Citizens, mark the difference between Freemen and Deſ- 
pots] the former deli 


"In ſaving Diſcord. They ſent their Emifſaries among us 


.* þ 


ht in cultivating Union, the latter 


IN | 


to diſſeminate ſuſpicions and ſplit us into factions, but it 
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has proved on this, as we hope it will on every other 


Dtxccafion, that their wget are baffled; far we have 


17111 
sn 
1 8 


4 


T7 4 6 
+34 D3Q1 &C 


lids þ . wich the love of our 
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|, © diffuſion ef knowledge, and 
m which we are, mivtnally efiga 
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unfurled the mantle of Friendſhip, we have abſorpt our 
* he love of « Cunsty, and though a 
difference took place, the London Correſpond- 


bY HEN their readineſs to cooperate in the 


por r 
Soc 


knowledge, and the promotion of the cauſe 


” 


to this you cheerfu 1 
[ 


A agreed, and preſented them a Plat which, we think, wi 
enable all the Societies mutually to aſſiſt each other, and 


which 


— 


„„ 1 


Which they have ſo far approved, as to propoſe that their 


Exetutive Committee and yours might form a Commit- 


tee of conference, to put it into execution; and accord- 


wh, 


ingly, the Report of the Friends of the People on the 
ſtate of the Repreſentation has been printed, and we have 
no doubt of the practicability of the Plan. | | 


The correſpondence which you ordered to be opened 


with the Secretary of State, was a abe which was 


neceſſary to guard you againſt miſrepreſentation: agree- 


able therefore to your commands, we have informed him, 


(ſee the annexed Letter) of your wiſh to have a Spy, of- 
ficially ſtationed by Government, in your Committee, 
where he may watch their e to this requeſt we 


have received no anſwer; of courſe, you will be led to 


conclude, that ke ts convinced of the necellity, legality, 
and innocence of your Meetings, without any additional 
teſtimony. It was with the greateſt pleaſure we received 
your commands to write to al the Societies united for 
Reform, becauſe as all are obnoxious to the ſupporters of 


Corruption, they have all the ſame inlergſti, though: they 


may not all have the ſame oews; and we think oy ought 
to be mutually engaged in aſſiſting each other, and eq 
united in the promotion of the cauſe. That the difference 


of opinion which ſubſiſts between ſome of us ought not 
to be an impediment to union we think will be admitted, 
from conſidering the abſolute impoſſibility of all men 


being brought to act and think alike „ we ſee in all the 
Societies much to approve, and in all ſomething to 


blame; there are ſome of our own, athions, which it 


would be hypocriſy to ſay; we do not think well done; 
and there is ſo much we might have done better, that we 


4 


merly caſt upon vou, and endeavour to 
the FRIENDS OF! LIBERTY. 10 ' 
- 1:-Certaiply; be a pleaſing reflection, that notwithſtanding 
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ſee nothing that can lead us to arrogate any ſuperior praiſe 
do ourſelves; but though we cannot Rn BE 
no argument againſt being as much as poth 


fection, it is 
n a | 3-1 PAs, le free from 
imperfection. We preſume it was theſe ſentiments which 
open, a friendly 
le themſelves 


n, your. part, it will 


led you 10 throw, a veil over the obloquy that was for. 
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having received ſo much unproyoked Nanger, you have 


_ {. ſhewn no kind of reſentment; but, on.the contrary, have 
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. 
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1 ons the ill- 
4 it, Which as 
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(6) 
real Friends of Liberty, we hope;y ou will always purſue, 


becauſe it tends to convince the, judgment, not inflame 
the paſſions. But Citizens, your endeavours have been 
unſucceſsful!” that Society have ſent an anſwer to your 
Letter, containing a determination not to co-operate ! all 


correſporitehce therefore with them is broken off, the 


REGULATIONS which have enabled the London Cor- 


reſpondin * to riſe ſaperior, to all its misfortunes, 
gave them great offence ; and though under their opera. 
That S0 et is reſcued” from that confuſion and 
anarchy to which factious individuals had too long kept 
it a prey, they will nat be convinced that their oppoſition 
to them arole from miſtake: They ſay, you have e- 
« pouſed the caule of their promoter ; you have adopted 
Wen ß rae 1 the *: 
them; and therefore we cannot affiliate with you,” — 
Citizens, ſmooth words will, not conceal invidious 
charges; but let no refleftions, however ſevere, let no 
cen res however unjuſt, betray you from that ſteady 
forbearance, ſo effential to every real Patriot; they 
inſinuate of you, as they did of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, that you have * zmplicitly adopted thoſe 
, * Reg ula/tons,” Tell them, No; you had confidered them 
 . three mollis before you adopted them, and that when 
you did fo, it was not without altering Thirteen Articles. 
Citizens, this is a libel on the zeal and induſtry which 
prompted you to meet night, after night, till you had 
thoroughly inveſtigated them; this may ſhew you what 
degree of credit caught to be given to ( Fe oh come 
from fuck a quarter, but it ought not to awaken reſent- 
ment; ſufvey your 'own aftions in one hand, and their 
charges in the other, and then you will fee, that not a 
belle of difrelpeRt ze attached to your Society,” and 
Bhat a t6 kae you?” bat beware, Teſt you Hall into 
the ſnare. of employing your time about broils and party 


cavils, and forget. the Brent cauſe in which you. are 
F $814 TEST; . 5 3 a3 +8 1 "EIS 1-3 74 
engaged. Remember, that it is not the cauſe of a party, 


or of individuals, but of your Country, of Virtue, and 
of Liberty! When, therefore, any events occur, which 


apparently "favour the cauſe of Corruption and Slave Y, 

3 r Bae 1 „ 8 n «> 5 A044 .3:) 1 * +. WIT IF 1% » * 

Or . 7 to Liberty a vindictive hue, treat them with the 
fame Kind of "indifference that an experienced Mariner 


 their'rage) keeps his attention fixed upon his 
Port, and there directs his ehe, 
. K n 
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_ Goes the waves beneath him, who, (while they 19am 101 
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1 Tamentary 
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niamentary Reform; to that point direct all "your atten. 
tion eircumſtances favour you in your purſuit, and your - 
Country will ſecond your endeavours. None deny but 
that Reform is neceſſary; it is the duty of every man to 
exert every effort to obtain Reform: the beſt means f 
obtaining it is t aſſociate, therefore it is the duty of all 
to aſfocfate; ſtimulated by theſe truths you have affo- 
eiated; perſevere then, for truth is invincible, Tacred, 
and Am mortal. Prudence, Patience, and Perſeverance; 
overcome all difficulties. In every approaching week, 


*, 


- ſales" Moe 8 to lel it paſs as à chafm, or 


{benevolence and reaſon,) be not backward in oppoſing + 
| | 8 


error, ſuperſtition, and ignorance, but on all occaſions 
avou perſonal diſputes, and idle wranglings. When any 
difference of ſentiment occurs, recourſe ſhould be had 
not to violence, but to os raſh inveſtigation, for thoſe 
who Have truth on their fide: need not fear enquiry, and 
_ thoſe Wh have not, by inveſtigation may be enabled to 
diſcover it; and here your Committee have to congra- 
tulate you on the beneficial effects likely to reſult from 
that portion of your time appropriated to Political De- 
bate, nothing being fo eminently calculated as this ſpe- 
cies of inſtruction to eradicate bigotry and prejudice, 
and produce that liberality of ſentiment, which diſpoſes 
the mind to become the eaſy recipient of truth. © We 
< ſhould keep a perfect indifference,” ſays the cele- 
brated Locke, © for all opinions, ſo as not to wiſh any 
f them true in preference to others, but being indiffer- 
ent, receive and embrace according to evidence, which 


7 


alone can give the atteſtation of truth; and till this 


early conratted malady of the human mind, which 
« difpoſes it to reſiſt the introduction of thoſe ideas to 


« whichit has not been aceuſtomed be removed, no progreſss 


can be niade in the Cauſe of Reform, as mutual. aud 


„individual improvement muſt precede general and po. 


« Jitical. An happ y are we to congratulate the Society, 
that hitherto our De ates have been conducted, and we 


flatter ourſelves ever will, Without that rancour and per- 


ſonal altercation too often prevalent among diſputants. 


\ 


grown - 


therefore exert every effort to- diſſeminate knowledge 3 


5 
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ave likewiſe the pleaſure to obſerve, that the deſire at 


: 4 warm in defence of oppoſite ſentimentz. We 
| =# © neral of debating Religious Queſtions, bas con- | 


abated. Let us, Fellow 2 leave theolo- 
gical diiputations to the ſophiſtry of ſchoolmen; it is not 
modes of faith, or forms of worſhip, that you want to 


eſtabliſh, but thoſe good and great principles which 
 dignify and ennoble man, which leads him as well to 
2 the ſhackles of ſuperſtition, as the fetters of deſpo. - 


; * 
* 1 * 


The greateſt enen of Reform is ign: 
which Ends and e Br the minds A Countrymen, 


inform every rank, and every claſs of People, that by a 


Reform all are benefited, and none really injured; that a 


Reform would revive that patriotiſm and virtue, which cor- 


ruption and venality have deſtroyed ; that the intereſts of 


a man's ſelf and his Country are inſeparably connetted, and 


that all men would be meliorated by univerſal peace and 


Friendſhip: and though your endeavours ſhould not always 


long in the vineyard of Reform, you have not laboured _ 
in vain: Be yourſelves free from every baneful paſſhon, 


appear ſucceſsful, yet we will venture to aſſert, that they 
will ſeldom be unſucceſsful. Do not imagine that your 
attempts avail nothing, becauſe they have not an imme- 


date: effect; knowledge communicated to ſome men, is 


like ſeed ſown in the ground, hidden for a time, but 


* appears afterwards with additional ſtrength and ver- 
* dure.” Therefore be not diſcouraged, who among you 


would deny God's Providence in the government of the 
moral world, merely vecauſe his directing hand is not 


always viſible ? Though ſome of you may have laboured 


tet reaſon guide the helm, and if your Country ſhould 
continue to remain torpid and ſupine, if you ſhould ulti- 


- mately fail, you can conſole yourſelves by the animating 
_ conſideration that you have done your utmoſt, and that 

vou have eſpouſed the good cauſe; but let us not deſpond; 
already, you have ſeen men, by affociating, recovered 
from ignorance and brutality; already you have ſeen them 


humanized and meliorated, therefore perſevere, for the 


cauſe may in ſome meaſure be conſidered as a building 5 


or wall of defence, to complete which, it is the intereſt of 


every one to contribute as much as lays in his power. 


The cauſe of truth has e er now performed n we 
? 2 es aye 


\ 


rance, it is that 5 
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TY a 
hives 4 en e e in perſecuting that Which is 
right, therefore how much more induſtrious ought ou 
to be in promoting that Which is right. We alſo think it dr 
neceſſary to hrt you to continue that union Which hasds eb 
hitherto fuhſiſted between you :: had Cato, Atticus, and leoig 
Cicero, united like a. Phalanx, they might have preſerved D oc 
the liberties of Rome; had thoſe who, have: edel, : 
| appeared if: Drizaing the favourers of Reformgbeen mare. ingit 
united, t 
progreſs of corruption. It is for you to avoid the rock mi.” 
on which they have ſplit, and ever recotlett that beg 
cauſe in uhich ya have engaged is not tha cauſè af men, 
but of principle; and principles are ny n ee ſame inn 
every age in every chime, and in every Country. Fello -- 
Citizens, having nniſhed that part of the Report hin 5 | 
is more nunetately:relative tu the Society, we ſhall en 
no proceed to point out the leading obſtacles o have 
to encbunter in the purſuit of: Reform, and the moſt 
effectual means of removing them: unſkil ful muſt be Jud: 
that phyfician, wh would: apply:the-fame medicines to 
every diſorder, the effects of which might be app | e 
8 Se in the phyſical world the extremes of heat an! 


cold, have nearly the fame influence upon the habits — Amen 


complex ions of men; the inhabitant of the frigid zonen? 
differs not muck from him whom Nature has expoſed to Ai) 
the erpendioular' rays of the Sun; thus, in the moral 
n — cowardice;: pride and; meanneſs, Eb 
operate 3 to the difadvantage of Reform. The 
e therefore applies himſelf to diſcav er 
the ſecret ſprings, the hidden cauſes of human action, 
that he may i t e eee ee Bon 35 
enter ge, into this diſquiſition, your ry / wr Y Nl 
think unneceſlaryy-a fei of the primary cauſes) of the 
continuation of bur preſent abuſes ſhall ſuſfice. Of 
theſe, ignorance, cowardice, pride, and that mean and v! _ 
abject opinion ich ſome men form of their on h. 
bilities of aſtiun o claim tha firſt tank in the catalogue tr RM; 
human — — its extent and baneful 
tenden cy, ouid e meet yours attention, νν 111 
effort Wwanld be to its extitpationb — his 
otent enam f — — tyranage 16» 
be rembvetijthe: dawniok genen, * 
| perfect dayay it is knowied aſeience alone Wwhick 
„ novogly de warben ing. but the hearts 
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ipht-with-greater tucce{shaveoppoledithes mug: 
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mankind, for patriotiſm and philanthropy. are rarely 
Found in the breaſts of the ignorant: well does the Perſian 
dothegm expe the contracted and unſocial nature of 


# 


this evil, che ignorant are enemies to themſelves,” 
how therefore does the Eaſtern Sage enquire, © can they 
< be the friends of others. Ignorance is the Coloſſus, 
'the fall of which, ſome well-meaning men, but bad poli- 


ticians, are truſting for ſome extraordinary occurrence to 


bring to paſs, but it will be well for you to take the 
wiſer part, which is, by induſtry and perſeverance to 


diſpel thoſe miſts that have ſo long overclouded the 
En horizon, and impeded the progres of light and 


Reform. Knowledge,” ſays Monteſquieu, * huma- 
*-nizes mankind; and reaſon inclines to mildneſs, but 


* prejudices eradicate every tender affection. By the 
diſſemination of knowledge, Socrates gained that laſting 


honour and fame, which far outſhines that of a Cæſar, 
or an Alexander, and we truſt, that by the conduct and 


ee rag of Reformers in the communication of 
knowledge, this impediment, to the happineſs of millions, 


will ſhortly be deſtroyed ; and we flatter ourſelves, that 


if the Plan which you have preſented to the London 


Correſponding Society be adopted; it will receive a 


wound, from which it never will recover, 
The ſecend obſtacle- to Reform is cowardice, or that 
extreme puſilanimity of many of thoſe who pretend to be 


its friends, daſtard ſpirits, who withſtand the calls of 


Honour and their Country, and baſely betray her intereſts, 
for the enjoyment of an inglorious eaſe, or leſt they 


_ ſhould have to encounter a little difficulty in the path of 
duty. With theſe men, virtue and patriotiſm are empty 
names, honour and principle mere fleeting, and tranſitor 
ideas, even their barren profeſſions, are to be ſuſpe&ted. 


Tf therefore engaged with theſe luke-warm apd timid 
Patriots, endeavour, to raiſe the conſcious hluſh, by 
comparing their conduct with the firm and undaunted 


intrepidit of Helvidius, the Roman Senator, even in 
the ay of Roman degeneracy, who, when threatened 
ea 


With death by the Emperor if he attended the Senate, 
_  :Eo0lly, 1 « When Veſpaſian did I tell thee 1 was 


immortal! You may do your office, I go to diſcharge 
_ © my duty; though it is in your power to ftrike, it is 
an mine to await the ſtroke, without trembling.” “ 
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Wich them arguments on the neceſſity of Reform are 
unneceſſary, becauſe of that they are ſufficiently con- 
vinced ; ſhame is the only weapon that can be uſed with 


effect to force them from their hiding places, and engage 


them to take an active part in their Country's exertions 
for Liberty. Pride is the next evil which preſents itſelt 
as an obſtacle to Reform. One perſon is ſhocked to 
think that a man, who earns his ſubſiſtence by his daily 
labour, dare think of interfering in the concerns of 
Government : What, ſays he, ſhall a man, who moves 
in ſo humble a ſphere of life, whoſe hands are com- 
pelled to miniſter to, his daily wants, imagine him- 
Telf capable of forming a re on ſuch weighty. 
matters? Les, Citizens, for the arguments they em- | 
ploy to reprobate the prattice, form the moſt cogent 
reaſons that can be adduced to ſupport it, for the leſs 
does.any man poſſeſs, the more neceſlity has he of exa- 
mining into the expenditure of the public money, ſince 
his poverty does not exempt him from Taxation, his 
ſweat and toil are too often obliged to keep pace with 
the extravagance of his rulers. Is a penſion to be granted, 
a new place created, or a faithleſs and ſanguinary Deſpot 

to be ſubſidized? His ſhoulders mult bear the onerous 
burthen:. it is his beggared family, whoſe daily portion 
of the neceſſaries of life muſt be diminiſhed to ſupply the 
demands of violence and rapacity ; another imagines, 
that one to whom age has not given at leaſt the appearance 
of wiſdom, is incompetent to judge of matters ſo im- 
portant, as if the ſilvered locks of threeſcore were the 
only diſtinguiſhing marks of the well-informed., In fine, 
Citizens, pride has ſuch a fatal tendency on the habits 
and e of men, that it prevents many from 
joining Aﬀociations for Reform, merely becauſe ſome 
with whom they muſt neceſſarily affociate, do not at 
preſent rank high in the modern ſcale of civil ſociety, 
or to whom perhaps fortune, in the blind diſtribution of 
her favours, has not been ſo laviſh as to themſelves.” To 
be ſucceſsful with theſe men, Citizens, it is neceſſary . 
that you, teach them to reſpeft and revere virtue, where | 
ever found; that the virtuous, though cloathed in the 
- garb of honeſt. induſtry, ought ta be eſteemed and che- 
riſhed: make them aſhamed of claiming kindred with 
none, whom virtue dignifies ; point out the pampered or 
the titled tx wallowing in luxury and vice, 
3 2 | 28 
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| No the yy object of contempt ; let him who ſupports his 
Prodigality by the wealth which has been wrung from the 
ſeanty pittance of the ſtarving Poor, and is yet callous 


to the diſtreſſes which his robbery occaſions, whoſe ſoul 


bartowed up by habitual ſcenes of vice and 'villainy, 


is thereby rendered” incapable of feeling any of thoſe | 
ſympathetic emotions which diſtreſs produces, let him 


*_ alone be the degraded being with whom the honeſt mind 


* 


would refuſe to aſſociate. | y (484. tia 
The fourth claſs are thoſe, whoſe unacquaintance with 
their own powers lead them to imagine they were not 
formed to be of any ſervice in the cauſe of Reform, ſenti- 
ee di ſhonourable to their Maker, 

and injurious to themſelves, and if carried to exceſs, 
reduces them to the loweſt pitch of degradation, and 


bets them on a level with the moſt contemptible and 


abjett ſlave :—among a People thus Joſt to every manly 
ſentiment, tyrants revel in the plenitude of deſpotic 
power. Theſe men, Citizens, muſt have their Ae 


| ory. 
that fruitful ſource of inſtruction and amuſement : tell 


them of ſmall, but free and independant States, not orfly 


reſiſting the attacks of the moſt mighty Emperors with 
innumerable hoſts, but repeatedly defeating them with 
ſhame and diſgrace: tell them of the noble Rand made at 
the ſtrelgbts af Thermopylae, by a ſmall, but choſen 


-band of Spartans, who defended them for ſeveral days, 


| the whole concentered force of the Perſian Empire. 
theſe cannot rouze and animate their ſpirits, though 
they may retain the form of men, they poſſeſs not any of 


thoſe faculties which diſtinguiſhes them from the ox 


which grazes on their plains. Theſe, Citizens, vou will 
perceive, by an examination into the princi les of human 


action, to be the grand and leading obſtacles to the 
attainment of that object for which you have aſſociated, 
and theſe again divide themſelves into various Branches; 


for the diſorders of the human mind are almoſt as 
numerous as the pains that afflict the body, but to parti- 


- cularize, would be to ſwell this Report to an unwar- 
rantable length. Vet, as there are two leſſer evils not 


immediately emanating from thoſe juſt named, it may 


not be altogether proper to paſs them over in total ſilence: 


Firſt then, Thoſe whoſe paſſions are awakened without a 
firm conviction of che judgment, (too often the error of 


juvenile 


1 


CW}: 


juvenile minds; and Secondly, Thoſe whoſe judgments. 
are fully informed, but whoſe languid paſſions have not 
ſtrength enough to rouze them into exertion. The firſt of 
theſe may be retained in aſſociations for Reform, eſpecially 
in large numerous aſſemblies, as numbers is the only fuel 
which can ſupport a flame thus ſolely dependent on the 
paſſions; but virtue being the oil Which feeds the lamp 
of patriotiſm, a paucity of labourers in the vineyard of 
Reform is to the real and ſtable Patriot rather a ſtimulus to, 
than a drawback on his exertions. Some, indeed, who 
have drank of the intoxicating cup of luxury, unleſs 
ſinging and drinking occupy that time which ſhould be 
devoted to ſober and rational enquiry, feel their-patriotic 
_ furor, which is too often miſtaken for real patriotiſin, dwin- 
dle away into torpor and indifference. Theſe men, tobe . 
made uſeful, muſt be inſtructed in the firſt principles of 
political ſcience; their paſſions muſt be brought to act in 
ſubſervience to, and under the direction 2 reaſon; or 
ele, like the giddy youth, who obtained the direction of 
the ſolar chariot for a day, they may not only injure 
themſelves, but endanger others by thoſe intemperate 
ſallies, which are too often the phrenetze effuſion of 
inebriety. The next are thoſe, whoſe maturer judgments 
have long convinced them of the neceſſity I Reform, 
but, whole: paſſions, either from habit or nature, are ſo 
cold and languid, as to create in their boſoms none of 
thoſe energies which characteærize the active Re former; 
and without which, mankind might always remain in 
Slavery, though convinced of their own 10 to free 
themſelves from their fetters. What, ſhall men from 
ignorant and abſurd notions of honour and glory, feel 
themſelves fired at the recital of the murderous deeds of 
a Cæſar or an Alexander ? And ſhall not a cauſe which 
involves the happineſs of millions of our fellow, creatures, 
a cauſe. which is rendered ſacred by the blood of a 
Hampden and a Sydney, not rouze its votaries to the 
_ exertion of every faculty they ee uf of it? 
e 


Tell the indolent Reformer either to diſcard his empty 


Profeſſions, or to manifeſt the reality of them by his 
outward actions. And now, Citizens, though calumniated 
by the patrons of corruption, and even abuſed by ſome 
of thoſe in whoſe cauſes we are ſtruggling, let us preſs 
forward with increaſing vigour to obtain the glorious 
prize. And may that Being who delights in the happi- 


neſs 


. „„ 


neſs of his creatures grant his aſſiſtance and ultimate 
ſucceſs, that our children and our children's children for 
many generations may reap the happy fruits of our 
exertions, and long enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſings which 
flow ſpontaneouſly from Liberty, Juſtice, and Virtue. + 


T the GENERAL ComMmiTTEE of LON Do“ 
/ e 
VP 3„%ͥͤ ðͥU 
WII painful regret it is, that we, the Members of 
the Twelfth Diviſion, behold the diſſenſions that have ſo 
long continued to diftratt thoſe Patriots who are aſſociated 
for the ſalutary purpoſe of a © Reform in Parliament.“ 
When a calamitous War is continued, when corruption 
ſtalks abroad, when the Habeas Corpus Act is ſuſpended, 
it is not a time for thoſe whoſe purſuit is the good of 
their Country, to cavil about trifles, or waſte their time 
in futile diſputes :—as ſuch, this Diviſion has refrained 


as much as poſſible, from entering into thoſe perſona} - 


diſputes which have too long agitated the Correſpond. 
ing Society: but they now Fad that you, (the Com- 
mittee of Delegates) have aſſumed power which never 
belonged to you; that you have treated our Delegate wit 


: contempt and reproach; that you have deſpiſed and neg- 


lected our motions, conſequently have broken the Jaws of 
the Society; therefore we determined to be juſt, and 
reſolved not to'eftabliſh a precedent of ſuch baſe ſub. - 


miſſion, do declare the ſocial compact between us and 


you diſſolved, and as we ſhall moſt probably inſtitute 
another Society, we hope that no other ſtrife may take 


place between us, than Who ſhall ſerve their Country 
bbeſt. But this Diviſion, conſidering the embar- 


raſſed ſtate of this Society, will, and do hold themſelves 


bound to contribute their 15 towards the annihilation 


ol its debts, provided their ſubſcriptions be applied ſolely 


to that purpoſwgeꝙ. jt | 
March go, 179. GEORGE STEAD, Chairman. 
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WE received, with much concern, your anſwer to our 
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deputation, containing your reaſons for ſecedeing from 
the London Correſponding Society, We-cannot think, 
| | „ that 


„„ 

chat in forming this Reſolution, you ſufficiently conſidered 
the ſituation in which, from various cauſes, we found 
_ ourſelves placed; but it is no part of our preſent purpoſe 
to renew the agitation of buſineſs already determined. We 
chiefly wiſh to cultivate that friendſhip which you offer, 
and to which we are greatly encouraged by ee 
conduct to which you have pledged yourſelves reſpecting 
the pecuniary affairs in which we are enn concerned. 
We preſume. you intend chiefly to purſue the ſame 
Political courſe with ourſelves, namely, the diffuſion 
by means of cheap publications of ſuch knowledge as 
may tend to awaken the Public mind to the neceſſity of 
- Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments; and we doubt 
not you are well aware of the economical advantage 
which attend the extenſive circulation of any particular 
work, when compared with the attempting too 2 2 
variety. And as we apprehend no material difference 
will ever ariſe between our ſentiments, we anticipate 
frequent opportunities of co-operation in this particular. 
| iſhing you ſucceſs in the great cauſe in which we are 
mutually engaged, we conclude in the name, and by 
order 0 London Correſponding Society. : 
z 01 4294.0: 3:4: JORNt ASHLEY; Secretary. 
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To the London CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
nit eee ß 
THE pleaſure with which we received yours, is more 
eaſily conceived than nad hr being convince). that a 
clear and explicit underſtanding between men and men 
is the beſt means of preventing thoſe party factions and 
pint! 4 2% which too often produce the moſt direful 
conlequences : Our feceſhon being the reſult of mature 
deliberation, (not the ſudden guſt of paſſion) we fill 
think every nnpartial man muſt juſtify us: remember the 
patience we exerciſed 1 the trial and calumniation 
of our Delegate; we never fought a pretence for ſeceſſiun; 
Ve exerted every effort to heal the breach which Had 
unfortunately been made. Remember, that after you had 
declared the charges brought "againſt him frivolous and 
vexatious, after you had honourably acquitted him, a 
minority of the Society ſtarted up, and demanded he 
ſhould be expelled, or _ would withdraw ; © this was 
too palpable an abſurdity for you to do, after having 


=y 
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b gequitted him, therefore you ſent a deputation for us to 
2 do it; being reduced to this fituation,: we had only two 
alternatives, either to remain juſt and ſecede, or 
Si facrifice juſtice, by ejecting the man io had done his 
© duty Determiped to abide by pmnciple, We chofe 
the former in preference to the latter, though it was 
with the greateſt reluttance we. ſeparated from that 
Society where zwe had ſeen ſuch tried patriotiſm: but 
wee with not to look backwards, unleſs it be to proſit b/ 
paſt mis fortunes; we look forwards with pleaſure, to a2 
cultivation of friendſhip and unanimity; being determined 
that no miſrepreſentation ihall ſeparate us from your We 
will manifeſt the greateſt candour to all your actions, 
1 convineed that the good cauſe which actuates us, actuates 
-  youallo; with pleaſure, therefore, we anticipaie frequent 
= opportunities of cooperation in the great and neceſſary 
1 work of diffuſing Knowledge; in all your Plants cal- 
1 culated for that end, you may rely on our friendſhip, 
= *. concord, and aſſiſtance; the following we ſubmit to your 
conſiderailon: Among the embarraſſments the 'Preſs 
has laboured under, none has had a greater tendency to 
impede the pr 055 eſs, of knowledge, than the diſſiculty of 
circulating books; writers are obliged to ſpend ſo much 
in 3 to publiſh their works, that the expence » 
of advertiſing is almoſt equal to that of the work itſelf, 
and renders, it neceſſary to ſell a book at double its value, 
in order 0 clear itſelf; beſides, che 22 the price, the ue 
fmaller the number that is ſold gz and this obliges authors 
to calculate, ſa that che firk edition of 300 ſhall pay their 
whole expences :,..it, therefore, you were: to give an au- 
thor ten guiness for.a piece, containing three ſheets, and 
you could get an edition of, 1000 printed for ten guineas, 
you could afford. to fell it for 6d. a cop that is, if vou 
poſſeſs the means of circulating it: but if you are obliged 
to ſpend. twenty, pounds to publiſh it, you mull, charge it 
a ſhilling; and then, as it is likely, vou would not find 
more than five h 
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xe hundred purchaſers; —you muſt make thut 
five hundred pay. both the author; and publiſher,” which 
- would oblige. you to enhance the price to two ſhillings; ſo 
that to deviſe ſome mode of circulating books extenſively, 
without expence, would, in a great meaſure, ſerve to free 
the Preſs from its ſhackles. From what has already been 
ſaid, it will be obſerved, that to print a thoufand copies of 
- a work, containing one ſheet, would coſt gl. 108. ; mu 
| ö | | | tnele 
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_ theſe were ſold at one penny each, they would produce 
41. 38. 4d. ; ſo that if a Society conſiſted of a thouſand 
members, who each paid 1gd. per quarter, they could 
afford to print each quarter a work, containing thirteen 
ſheets, which would be one ſheet a week, for a penny, 
and yet leave behind a ſurplus of 81. 1s. 4d. to pay the 
expence attending the Committee's meeting. It perhaps 
might be unneceifary for us to ſay, that after the Preſs is 
once ſet, there is no more expence+for compoſing to ſtrike 
off twenty thouſand than one thouſand ; but from that it 
follows, that every thouſand after the firſt, would only 
. coſt about 21. 8s. ; conſequently, if all the Societies in 

the Country would agree to take one for each member, 
and they ſhould amount to twenty thouſand, there would 
then be a ſurplus of about 4421. 8s. 8d., which would 
more than pay for a perſon to ſuperintend the work, and 
alſo for conveying them to all parts of the Country; ſo 
that they would all have them at the ſame price as in 
London :—by this means, an uniformity of ſentiment. 
would be produced in the whole Nation, in proportion ta 
the diffuſion of knowledge; but this would not be the only 
advantage which would ariſe from its beh. for it 


* 


would be a very powerful ſtimulus to induce men to 


aſſociate, as they would ſoon perceive that they could | 
get a book for one ſhilling and fix-pence, which they in 
common muſt give five ſhillings for. But we do not wiſh . 
to be underſtood by this, that the ſale of books ſhould be 
confined to members alone, though it is certainly right 
that a diſtinction ſhould be made in their favour, but let 
the works of the Society be fold to ſtrangers at two-pence 
a ſheet, which is ftill one third cheaper than the uſual 
price. The number of political books that would be 
read all over the Country, by this means is immenſe, for 
if every member. knew but one perſon he could get to 
. purchaſe, there would be then forty thouſand perſons 
engaged in reading the ſame work at the ſame time. 
Another way to facilitate the circulation of books would 
be, to leave off advertiſing them in the newſpapers, and 
let bills be delivered at places of Debate, and publick 
halls: and in order that People in the country max 
have the moſt extenſive information of what is publiſh- | 
ed, let every author have liberty to ſend his publication 
bills with your weekly numbers. There are three more 
oy C an 


hints, which we think would greatly tend to the diffuſion 
of knowledge ; Firſt, That every member ſhould be re- 
commended to lend his book, (eſpecially thoſe that are 
likely to carry conviction) to at leaſt one unin formed 
man; Second, That every member who can make it 
' convenient, ſhall expoſe political books for ſale; Third, 
That the Patriotic bookſellers ſhall lend out their works 
to read, by which means a many would be enabled to 
read a work that they could not afford to purchaſe. We 
believe it would be improper to leave the fubje&, without 
endeavouring to anſwer an objection which might be made 
to the 8 Tis plan, namely, the want of matter: 


but we are convinced, that there are in the Patriotic So- 


cieties ſplendid talents, that only want calling forth into 
uſe; yet even admitting that they could not ſupply 
themſelves from their own ſtock, Why not publiſh the 
works of other authors. Ignorance, we are all convinced, 
is our greateſt enemy; then let us endeavour to chaſe 
this away, by publiſhing any thing that is calculated to 
do Hock. Wh would not Gerald's Convention, the 
Addreſs of the Brieiſh Convention, or York's Thoughts 
on Civil Government,” or any other uſeful book, of 
which you can get the copy right, do as well as any thing 
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This is accompanied with what we have collected to- 


wards the payment of the debt, and wiſhing you ſucceſs 

in the great and good work in which we are mutually 
engaged, we are, with much reſpect, by order, and in the 

name of the London Reforming Society. 

„„ 4.5 + JOAN-BONE, Secretary. 
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HAVING been convinced of the neceſſity of a « Re- 
form in Parliament,” we, whoſe aſſociation is now an- 
nounced to you, ſhould think ourſelves highly culpable, 
were we, to omit any opportunity of calling the attention 
of our Country men to the caules of their preſent calami- 
ties, which muſt continue to increaſe, unleſs the renovat- 
ing band of Reform be ſpeedily and effeQually applied. 
In aſſociating for this Reform, ſo neceſſary for our preſer- 
vation, happineſs,, and even exiſtence, as a free and 
independent, Nation; though convinced we are unn 
ourſelves by ſuch affociation to the lying tongues o 
calumny and detraction; but that our principles may be 
clearly and unequivocally underſtood, eſpecially by thoſe 
neg with the care of the public tran uillity, we 
think 1t right to declare, that after the moſt mature deli- 
beration we are convinced, the excellent Plan Jaid down 


and ſo ably ſupported by the Duke of Richmond, is the 


* y | prafticable and adequate to the exigency 
e times, all other Reforms being mere palliatives, as 
not ſtriking at the root of the evil, muſt, we are aſſured, 
be fallacious and, nugatory ; and though determined to 


only one reel] 
(1 


perſevere in the honourable purſuit; legal, peaceable, and 


conſtitutional, hall be the only means employed by us 


for its attainment. As our purſuit. and means are honeſt 
and laudable, we deſpiſe ſecreſy and deceit ; therefore to 
convince you that our profeſſions are ſincere, we Thould 


* 


N 1 to receive any perſon or perſons deputed by 


his Majeſty's Miniſters to inſpect our proceedings, hoping 
from this candour and openneſs they would appoint thoſe, 
whoſe moral character would ſecure us from miſrepre- 
ſentation and treachery. With reſpe& to the terms 
Jacobin, Levellers, &c. which have ſo laviſhly been be- 


towed on the Friends of Reform, we ſhall only declare 
we hold in equal abhorrence a Jacobin faction, and a 


Levelling tyſtem; our only aim being to reſtore to our 


Country its juſt and conſtitutional Rights, by reſouing it 
„ 5 . 5 from 
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from the n n of an overbearing Ariſto- 


eracy. 5 
Jou BONE, Secretary. 
6 Room, No. 8, 
Weſton Street, Borough. TONY = 
May 11th, 1795. | 
Incloſed we fend vou 4 copy of out Addreſs ad 
© Ryans. 


* 
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To the FRIENDS. or. Lioznry. ET] 


Crrlizzxs, 


WE have ever lamented ON an Eaton mould 
1 taken place between the members of thes London 
Correſpondi 1 Society, convinced that however much 
they ma er in the means, they agree in the end to be 
obtained, 9 « Reform in Parliament; but what 
is paſt cannot be undone, and it is not any part of our 
intention to revive diſputes : we much admire the works 
of that author whom you have choſen to preface your 

egulations ; with him, we believe, that as moral 
Liberty is the prime bleſſing of man in his private, ſo 
is civil Liberty in his Subſt c capacity; therefore di- 
_ velting ourlelyes. of all paſſion, we 4 5 ourſelves of this 
e in declaring our readineſs to co, operate with 
vou in the attainment of that Reform, which, in our 


| opinion, is to be moſt accelerated by the diffuſion of 


. Knowledge, to which we chiefly. turn our attention; 


8 . at the ſame time that you will ſuffer no miſrepre- 


entation to ſow diſſenſion between us, and wiſhing you 
ſucceſs in the great cauſe in which you are . we 
are, with much reſpect, your Fellow Citizens, Fompoling 
the London Reforming Society. 
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5 THE Committee of The Friends of Liberty, having 
referred your letter of the 25th of May, ultimo, to the 
Roa Sections of their takothivopportuvity 


* 


' 


me 5 0 


of conveying to you their ſentiments on the propriety of 
ca. operating with * The London Reforming Society.” 
After very mature deltberation, they have determined, by 
a very large majority, that there exiſts an inſuperable oßſta- 
cle, which will, during its-continuance, entirely impede any 
approach towards affiliation; . I 
Me haghty eſtimate the integrity, ardour, and abilities of 
your members, but are fearful, that as thoſe cirgumſtances 
which occgſioned our ſeparation fit? continue, they may 
with facility become the cauſe of future diſagreement. _ 

Our ſeceſſion from The London Correſponding 
Society,“ was in conſequence of our abholute diſappro- 
Hbation of thoſe Regulations, which you have implicitiy 
_ adopted; and the firong /uſpctons we ate yet compelled 


© 1bentertain ol the intentions of their promoter, whole 
caufe you have fo 9 eſpouſed, have diſcovered 


poſed to ſacriſice to the cauſe of 


n Fealons; For, « change of. en opihions, and; you un- 

een olrr ee os 
| Howezer mich, therefore, of prudence, we may be dit: 
iberty and Reform, and 


+ however we are inclined to ſtretch out the hand of Civic 


afſection, ſtill we cannot conſent to riſque an' intimate con- 


nuerion with one, whoſe doubted civiſm is ſo ſtrongly im- 
pPfteſſed on our minds: Nor can we unite ourſelves wih 
Society that F by * Regulations,” to which 


| " " wel Prongly hee 


— 


© arguments, we muſt deny ourſelves the Jattifattion of 


9 
1 


Overcome by the preſſure of theſe 


? 


receiving that aſſiſtance which mult always be derived 

from the "energies of mutual co-ofieration and indivifible 
1” exeatron. If, Citizens, theſe circumftatices were not ſo 
* > inatſpicious to the union of * The Friends of Liberty,” 


* 


with The London Reforming Socie 


8 
an 


ach "AP hee 1 1 fa IN TY rab 
3 accept with pleaſure, the very Anu 
Ire r nn ** + +: 


vl we ſhould 
le offer you have 


made us. 


+. +5159 SufferCus to add, that not a Serie of * is in 


our opinion attached to your Society, as collectively con- 
ſidered, for whom, as ſtruggling to obtain the ſame 

Jalutary object, a fair, full, and free Repreſentation of the 
People in the Commons Houſe of Parliament, we cannot 


4 


Fail to have the moſt Civic afettion; and ſhould ſuch a 


change of circumſtances occut, às would be ſucceeded 


by a-removal-of: thoſe impediments te do muck lament, we 


tall chen be happy td afſociate! with The London 
KReforming Society, onthe broad bai , general 1 


* 


* 
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 crples, to procure the reſtoration of OR UNDoUBT E 5 


To the London Reforming Society. 


1 


1 


„ nn 


RicuTs, —- UNIVERSAL SU ETRAGE, and ANNUAL 
i gg oo ĩĩ on Os 
PN We have, Citizens, 


Xx The Honour to be | 
5 Your Fellow Citizens 
TRE SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY, 


| Signed in name, and by 2 "AP 


"order ot the Soviety,” 7 A 
ee JosEPEH BURKS, Secretary. 
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To lle ExIEN DS OF THE P BOE. 
CONVINCED that we owe, in a great meaſure, the 
prolongation of the preſent Syſtem of Corruption to the 
union of thoſe unprincipled men, who are intereſted in 
its duration, it becomes neceſſary to counteraft the miſ- 
chievous tendency of their aſſociation, by, oppoſing pha- 
lanx to phalanx; in vain the Friends of Reform might 
ſpend their lives and fortunes in the honourable purſuit, 
unleſs firm and united ſucceſs would flee their endeayours: 
a hoſt of Placemen, Penſioners, Boroughmongers, Con- 
tractors, and a long liſt of et cetera's, are not to be alarmed 
by the voice of individuals, or the Addreſſes and Reſolu- 
tions of ſmall Societies; it is the general clamour, it is 
the thunder of their plundered countrymen, that can 


alone awaken their guilty fears; it is then that their 


minds rendered timid by the near approach of danger, 
would ſhrink from further oppoſition to the general will, 
and till this ſalutary and neceſſary union be effected, no 
conſiderable progreſs can be "os Ap the cauſe of Re- 
form. We, the London Reforming Society, therefore 


tkink it our duty to begin this grand and preparatory 


work, by ſoliciting the friendſhip and acquaintance of 
the different Societies eſtabliſhed throughout the Iſland; 


even antecedent to our on more particular exertions, 


and to this we are encouraged on the. preſent occaſion by 


your candid Declaration, that thoſe Wwho think you 
* ought ſtill to perſevere with activity and vigour are 
* bound to inſtrutt you. by their example, or at leaſt to 


ſtrengthen you by their aſſiſtance. 
Boy ; 5 1 55 But 


— 
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But it is not without regret we ſee any difference of 
ſentiment among the Friends of Reform, reſpecting the 
Plan to be obtained, as unity of End is perhaps more 
neceſſary than unity of Means, but . vt and prejudice 


form no part of a liberal mind, therefore without equi- 


vocation we declare that we cannot reſt contented with 


that offered to the conſideration of 'the public by the 
Friends of the People for this plain and ſimple reaſon, 
it deprives a very conſiderable part of our countrymen 
an actual ſhare in the Legiſlature'of their Country. 
And to uſe the words of the Duke 'of Richmond, we 


wiſh „to encourage an enthuſiaſm for his Country in 
the breaſt of every ſubje&,” . 


* 


The end for which we have aſſociated is actual and 
real, not virtual Repreſentation ; yet will we cheerfully 
and heartily concur in any ſtep calculated to promote 
your Plan of Reform, becauſe we believe it will, in a 
great meaſure, deſtroy that horrid ſyſtem of corrupt influ- 
ence, the baneful effects of which we at preſent feel 


alſo we believe it will be a conſiderable ſtep gained 


towards that grand and univerſul Plan, of the excellence 
of which we are convinced, by the concluſive reaſoning 


of the Duke of Richmond; to this Plan we are deter- 


mined to adhere, becauſe it ſecures to every man an 
Equality of Rights, the baſis of juſt and equal Laws; and 
we think it improper, at a time when the utmoſt exertion 
of every individual is neceſſary to ſave the State from 


deſtruction, to alienate the affections of any man from 


the Commonweal, by telling him that we do not mean to 
include hirn in our Plan of Reform, becauſe his circum- 


ſtances or family render it imprudent or inconvenient for 


* 


him to purchaſe a Right (by renting a houſe) Which the 


God of Nature has given him. Is it juſt! Is. it politic! 


But eſtimating your attachment by the warmth of our 
own affection for the cauſe of Reform, we truſt this plain 
and honeſt declaration of our principles will not prevent 
that union and cordiality between us which ought to ſub- 
{iſt between all the aſſociated Friends of Reforms. © 
pd 10 ' 6 184919 r We remain your's,” "OR? | N * 150 5 yi Al. 2 
For the Lon DON RETORM IN SOCIETY, 
75 2 l JOHN BONE," Secretary.” Tx 
+ if ne 18, 179 50 1 FRO DIBSTHOTSTY DIE 9 | 


i 
P N - 

> £3 # $4 © £ 
211014197 


N ö OW Exch 
EF 4 bt PROP FOUG » $15 bi o3JO15S01 5 TRHONPR [1 50 FN 
e . HONRI6ITOLL Dt 


130 81 4 


C LI aus 7 3s x 2 E 198 
oſed our Addreſs and Regulations. 
e aer v9 rio gar inn 

1 . 


V 


